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In 1988 a public organization, the Bashqort
People Center Ural (BNTs Ural) , was formed in
Ufa. The membership consisted mainly of
Bashqort intelligentsia. The BNTs Ural set itself
the goal of changing the status of the Republic
and recognizing the Bashqort language as a
state language. It promoted state and political
organizations with the same orientation. Further,
it organized demonstrations, collected signatures
from the population of the Republic in support of
the state status of Bashqortostan, etc

In 1989 a public organization, the All-Tatar
Public Centre (VTOTs), was formed in Kazan. It
advocated recognition of the national sovereignty
of the Republic of Tatarstan, protection of the
Tatar language and culture, preservation of the
national identity of the Tatar people, and revival
of Tatar statehood

On 26.04.90 the USSR Law "On Delimitation of
Powers between the USSR and the Subjects of the
Federation" was adopted:
- Autonomous Republics and Union Republics
were equalized in rights;
- Autonomous Republics were part of the Union
republics on the basis of free self-determination
of their peoples. They possessed the full extent of
state power on their territory

On 11.05.90 The Council of Ministers of the
Bashkir ASSR officially recognized BNTs Ural
by approving their charter

On 16.05.90 a public organization, the Union
of Bashqort Youth (SBM), was formed in Ufa.
They called themselves Bashqort nationalists. The
main goal for SBM was to protect economic,
political, legal and social rights and national
interests of the Bashqort people, especially of the
young. Ayrat Dilmukhametov and Artur Idelbaev
have been key figures since the organization's
inception

On 11.08.90 the BNTs Ural sent a message to the
chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR,
Yeltsin, requesting:
- to grant Bashqortostan the status of a union
republic, which allowed it to participate in the
signing of union treaties;
- to recognise the right of the indigenous people
to dispose of the land and its natural riches

On 14.08.90 the draft Declaration of State
Sovereignty of the Bashkir ASSR, was published
by the BNTs Ural

On 25.11.90 the Bashqort People's Party (BNP)
was formed. The main aim was to create an
independent democratic Bashqortostan

In 1990 the Tatar Party of National Independence
Ittifaq was founded. The party advocated
restoration of Tatar statehood. Its leader was
Fauzia Bairamova

On 20.08.90 the Declaration of State Sovereignty
of the Tatar ASSR, which proclaimed state
independence from the USSR, was adopted

On 8.09.90 in Ufa, the plenum of the Tatar Public
Centre of the Bashkir ASSR adopted a resolution
on state sovereignty:
- the principle of state sovereignty of only one
nation was rejected;
- the status of state languages was to be granted
to Bashqort, russian and Tatar

If these conditions were not accepted, the Tatar
Public Centre pledged to form the Ufa Region as
part of the RSFSR

On 11.10.90 the Declaration of State Sovereignty
of the Bashkir ASSR was adopted:
- it stated the sovereignty of Bashqortostan on its
entire territory, but within the existing borders of
the RSFSR;
- the right of the Bashqort nation for
self-determination was asserted;
- it was committed to the observance of human
rights

On 12.10.90 a procession of thousands of people
took place in Kazan to commemorate the Day of
Remembrance for the defenders of Kazan who fell
during the capture of the city by Ivan the
Terrible's troops in 1552. The procession was
organized by the VTOTs. The main slogans of the
demonstration were “Freedom” and
“Independence”. The march took place every year
until it was banned by the authorities of the
Republic in 2013

On 12.06.90 the first Congress of People's
Deputies adopted a declaration "On the State
Sovereignty of the RSFSR":
- the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republics -
Bashkiria, Buryatia, Gorno-Altai, Dagestan,
Kabardino-Balkaria, Kalmykia, Komi, Mari,
Mordovia, North Ossetia, Tatar, Tuva, Udmurtia,
Chechen-Ingush, Chuvash and Yakutia - could
leave the RSFSR by referendum

August 1990 Yeltsin, head of the Supreme Soviet
of the RSFSR, visited the regions Tatarstan,
Bashqortostan, Sverdlovsk, Kemerovo, Chita,
Sakhalin, Kamchatka and the Primorskii Krai.
The purpose of the trip was to construct an
attractive image of the Federation that implied
the sovereignty of the epublics, but as part of the
russian federation.
At a public speech in Kazan, Yeltsin said: "Take as
much sovereignty as you can swallow. But you are
in the heart of russia - and you need to think
about that"

On 27.11.90 the Declaration of State Sovereignty
of the Chechen-Ingush ASSR was adopted

On 22-23.02.91 the All-Bashkir People's Congress,
organized by activists of the BNTs Ural, adopted
a manifesto on the status of the Bashkir people:
- the Supreme Soviet of Bashqortostan was
instructed to pass a law about the status of the
Bashqort as an indigenous, republic-forming
people;
- it was decided that only the Bashqort were the
indigenous people of Bashqortostan and
therefore had the right to self-determination

On 18.05.91 the All-Bashkir People's Congress,
organized by activists of the BNTs Ural, adopted
an appeal to the UN, the presidents of the USA,
Great Britain, France, Germany, Japan, and the
parliaments and peoples of the world,
requesting them:
- to provide moral support for the aspirations of
the Bashqort people to establish a sovereign
equal Republic;
- to include this issue on the agenda of the next
session of the United Nations

On 12.06.91 elections were held for the president
of the Tatar ASSR.
According to official figures, the turnout was
63.4%; 70.6% voted for Mintimer Shaimiev

On 20.07.91 president Yeltsin issued a decree
"On the termination of the activity of
organizational structures, political parties and
mass public movements in state bodies,
institutions and organizations of the RSFSR":
- public organizations could no longer register
with the state;
- public organizations could no longer propose
regulations to political parties

18-21.08.91 the self-proclaimed State Emergency
Committee (GKChP) attempted a coup on the eve
of the signing of the Union Treaty between the
Union Republics of the USSR. After the treaty was
signed, the USSR automatically became a
confederation. On the territory of Tatarstan,
Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Tatar ASSR
Shaimiev introduced a state of emergency as
demanded by the GKChP. The chairman of the
Supreme Soviet of the Bashkir ASSR, Rakhimov,
did not declare a state of emergency but did not
oppose the GKChP either.

Late August mass rallies in Kazan, Tatarstan
organized by the VTOTs, condemning Shaimiev's
decision and the coup attempt

On 31.08.91 a rally in Ufa organized by BNTs Ural,
BNP and SBM condemning the attempted coup
d'état by the GKChP

On 30.10.91 a law of the Republic of Bashqortostan
"On the election of the president of the Republic
of Bashqortostan" was adopted

On 31.10.91 the Supreme Soviet of the Bashkir SSR
passed a resolution "On the draft treaty on
relations between the BSSR and the RSFSR"

During the adoption of the decree, Arslanov,
a third-year student of Bashqort State University,
tore the RSFSR flag from the building where the
decree session was taking place

On 12.11.91 at a session of the Supreme Soviet of
the Bashkir SSR, Rakhimov suspended the election
of the president of the Bashkir SSR

On 13.11.91 SBM activists attempted to take over
the television center in Ufa. They wanted to speak
on radio and television and call for protests over
the suspension of the Bashkir SSR presidential
election

On 17.03.91 a nationwide referendum on the
introduction of the post of president of the RSFSR
was held. The following question was put to
the referendum: "Do you consider it necessary to
introduce the post of president of the RSFSR,
elected by popular vote?”
According to official data, the turnout
was 75.09%; 69.85% voted yes

In 1991 the Chechen-Ingush ASSR collapsed. The
border between the Republic of Ingushetia
and the Chechen Republic was not demarcated by
official documents

On 11.06.91 the nationwide elections for president
of the RSFSR were held.
According to official figures, the turnout
was 76.6%; 57.3% voted for Yeltsin

On 6.09.91 the state independence of the Chechen
people was restored. The Executive Committee of
the National Congress of the Chechen People,
headed by Dzhokhar Dudayev, took control of the
main political and administrative centers in
Grozny and the rest of Chechnya.

On 11.10.91 a decree of the Supreme Soviet of the
RSFSR "On the Heads of Executive Power of the
Republics within the RSFSR" was signed:
- the vertical of power was restored. The president
of the Republic was part of the unified system of
executive power of the RSFSR. The president of
the RSFSR was established as the head of this
system

On 27.10.91 elections were held for the president
and parliament of the Chechen Republic.
According to official figures, the turnout was 72%;
90.1% voted for Dzhokhar Dudayev

On 2.11.91 the Congress of People's Deputies of
russia refused to recognize the results of the
presidential election in the Chechen Republic

On 1.11.91 president Dudayev of the Chechen
Republic issued a decree declaring state
sovereignty of the Chechen Republic

On 7.11.91 russian president Yeltsin signed a
decree declaring a state of emergency in the
Chechen-Ingush Republic. The decree was not
approved by the russian parliament

On 27.11.91 decree on the nationalization of
armaments and equipment of military units of
the USSR military forces stationed in the territory
of the Chechen Republic

On 1-2.02.92 the Congress of the Milli Majlis of
the Tatar People was held in Kazan:
- several laws were passed, including the Law on
Independence of the Republic of Tatarstan;
- an appeal to the nations and countries on the
recognition of state independence of the Republic
of Tatarstan was written;
- the main aim of the Milli Majlis was to
transform the Republic of Tatarstan into an
independent state

On 25.02.92 the law of the Bashkir SSR "On
changing the name of the state of the Bashkir
Soviet Socialist Republic into the Republic of
Bashqortostan" and the law of the Republic of
Bashqortostan "On the State Flag of the Republic
of Bashqortostan" were passed

On 21.03.92 a referendum on Tatarstan's
independence was held. The following question
was put to the referendum: "Do you agree that the
Republic of Tatarstan is a sovereign state, a subject
of international law, building its relations with
the russian federation and other republics and
states on the basis of equal treaties?”
According to the official data, the turnout was
81.7%; 61.4% voted yes

On 31.03.92 a federal treaty on the delimitation
of competences and powers between the federal
authorities of the russian federation and the
authorities of the sovereign Republics within the
russian federation was signed:
- it regulated the basis for the entry of the
autonomous republics into a single federation;
the treaty was signed by almost all the republics

The Republic of Tatarstan did not sign the treaty
and required a separate agreement. Signing a
federal treaty would deprive the Republic of
sovereignty, approved by referendum

On 31.03.92 BNTs Ural, BNP and SBM sent a
telegram to Rakhimov, chairman of the Supreme
Council of Bashqortostan: "The Bashqort public
and political organizations remind you once again
about unpredictable consequences in case if you
agree to sign the imperial federative treaty
denying nation’s right for self-determination. If
you again show indecision or sign this bondage
treaty, you had better not return to Bashqortostan"

On 31.03.92 a federal treaty with a federal treaty
annex from the Republic of Bashqortostan was
signed between Rakhimov, chairman of the
Supreme Soviet of the Republic of Bashqortostan,
and president Yeltsin of the russian federation

On 9 - 30.04.92 SBM members went on a political
hunger strike demanding the annulment of the
federal treaty and the signing of an equal bilateral
agreement with the russian federation and the
resignation of Rakhimov, chairman of the
Supreme Soviet of Bashqortostan. Activists
deployed yurts near the Salavat Yulayev
monument in Ufa

April 1992 a delegation of 200 people, led by the
leader of the Ittifak party, arrived in Ufa from
Kazan to support participants in the political
hunger strike

On 30.11.1992 the Constitution of Tatarstan was
adopted:
- the Republic was sovereign and had full state
power;
- the people of Tatarstan were the bearer of
sovereignty and the sole source of power;
- the Republic was entitled to enter into
international and foreign economic relations
with states;
- Tatar and russian were declared state languages
and considered equal;
- violence and war as means of settling disputes
between states and peoples were rejected. War
propaganda was prohibited;
- Tatar citizenship was introduced

The Chechen Republic has not signed the treaty

On 12.03.92 the Constitution of the Chechen
Republic was adopted:
- the Republic was a sovereign and independent
democratic State governed by the rule of law;
- the people of the Chechen Republic were the
sole source of all authority. Unlawful seizure of
power was a grave crime;
- a unified citizenship was established

On 26.05.92 intergovernmental agreements
between the RSFSR and the Chechen Republic on
the complete withdrawal of russian (formerly
soviet) troops from the territory of the Chechen
Republic were signed

On 7.07.92 the last russian soldier left the
territory of the Chechen Republic

In 1993 in Kazan, some members of the VTOTs
called for Tatar soldiers to defect from the
russian army and create an army of Tatarstan.
Chairman Zinnur Agliullin called for Shamiyev
to be shot for betraying the Tatar people. The
radical statements of some members essentially
split the VTOTs into two camps

On 25.03.93 the Supreme Soviet of the Republic
of Bashqortostan has put the following question
to a referendum: "Do you think that the Republic
of Bashqortostan should have economic
independence and contractual relations with the
russian federation on the basis of the Federal
Treaty and its appendix from the Republic of
Bashqortostan in the interests of its peoples?".
According to official data, the turnout was 74%;
75.5% voted yes.

On 12.12.93 a presidential election in the
Republic of Bashqortostan took place.
According to official figures, the turnout was
62.7%; 64% voted for Murtaza Rakhimov

On 24.12.93 the Constitution of Bashqortostan
was adopted:
- the state language of the republic was not
defined;
- relations of the republic with the russian
federation were not clearly determined;
- the president of the republic was given
unlimited rights to appoint and recall heads of
city and district administrations

In 1993 VTOTs chairman Zinnur Agliullin was
sentenced to two years' probation for calling for
the overthrow of the existing system

In 1993 agreements on borders between
Chechnya and Ingushetia were signed by
presidents Aushev of the Republic of Ingushetia
and Dudayev of the Chechen Republic

On 15.04 — 4.06.93 Anti-Dudayev opposition
rallies were held in Grozny and actively
supported by the russian special services

On 12.12.93 the Constitution of the russian
federation was adopted:
- all the republics became equal constituent
entities of the russian federation within the
russian federation;
- the status of republics was determined by the
constitution of the russian federation and the
constitution of the republics;
- each constituent entity of the russian
federation was to elect a representative body of
state power, which received legislative functions

On 15.02.94 russian president Yeltsin and
president Shaimiev of the Republic of Tatarstan
signed a treaty "On Delineation of Competences
and Mutual Delegation of Powers":
- it legalized the joining of Tatarstan to the
russian federation on the rights of an equal
subject and at the same time defined the
republic as a sovereign state within the RF;
- established a special status for Tatarstan

On 19.02.94 the second congress of the Milli
Majlis of the Tatar People was held in Kazan in
connection with the violation of the 1992
referendum by the Tatar government.
Fauzia Bairamova was elected chairperson

Spring 1994 mass rallies against the signing of
the treaty on the delineation of competencies
between Tatarstan and the russian federation
were organized by the VTOTs, Ittifaq and other
civil society organizations

On 03.08.94 russian president Yeltsin and
president Rakhimov of the Republic of
Bashqortostan signed a treaty "On Demarcation
of Competence and Mutual Delegation of
Powers between the russian federation and the
Republic of Bashkortostan":
- it legalized Bashqortostan's entry into the
russian federation as an equal subject and at the
same time determined the Republic as a
sovereign state within the russian federation;
- it consolidated Bashqortostan's special status

On 6.12.94 the federal Electoral Rights Act
was adopted:
- it guaranteed the rights of citizens to elect and
be elected;
- it restricted the right to be elected: a
presidential candidate must be at least 30 years
old and they must have lived in the country for
at least five years

On 30.11.94 russian president Yeltsin signed a
decree on measures to restore constitutional
legality and law and order in the ChRI. In effect,
the decree declared a state of emergency in the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria without officially
declaring it

On 9.12.94 talks between working groups of the
russian government and the government of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria started in
Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia

On 9.12.94 russian president Yeltsin signed a
decree on measures to suppress the activities of
illegal armed formations on the territory of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria and in the zone of
the Ossetian-Ingush conflict. The russian
government issued a decree on ensuring State
security and the territorial integrity of the
russian federation, the rule of law, civil rights and
freedoms, and the disarmament of illegal armed
formations on the territory of the ChRI and
adjacent regions of the North Caucasus

In December 1994 rallies against
russian-Chechen the war in organized by SBM
were held in Ufa

In January 1994 by decree of president Dudayev,
the Chechen Republic (ChR) was renamed
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria (ChRI)

On 26.11.94 a group of illegal armed groups led
by Avturkhanov which included russian soldiers
was defeated in Grozny by government troops of
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria

On 11.12.94 russian occupation troops entered
the territory of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria.
Start of the first russian-Chechen war

On 1-2.06.95 the first World Bashqort Congress,
initiated by president Rakhimov, took place. The
main goal was proclaimed as "national-spiritual
development and consolidation of Bashqort
people, further strengthening the sovereignty of
the Republic of Bashqortostan within the
russian federation”. The republic's leadership
thus tried to subordinate the civil society
organizations. The idea of the people's congress
was taken over from the BNTs Ural, which
criticized Rakhimov for insufficient attention
to the needs of the Bashqorts

December 1995 before the State Duma elections,
theOur Home - Russia (NDR) bloc headed by
prime minister Chernomyrdin emerged in Ufa.
President of Bashqortostan Rakhimov initiated
the establishment of its regional branch of Our
Bashqortostan and became a member of the
NDR leadership himself

Since 1994 war crimes have been committed
against civilians in the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria. The russian military committed
massacres of civilians in Grozny and its suburbs,
in Shali, Bamut, Gudermes, Samashki, Argun
and other settlements of the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria. According to various statistics the
number of civilian casualties ranges from thirty
thousand to one hundred and twenty thousand
people

On 14–19.06.95 Shamil Basayev's battalion of
military forces of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria seized the town of Budyonnovsk in the
Stavropol region of the russian federation. The
russian authorities were forced to accept the
Chechen leadership's offer and begin the process
of peaceful resolution of the russian-Chechen
war

On 28.08.95 the Federal Law "On the general
principles of the organization of local
self-government in the Russian Federation"
was adopted:
- it defined local self-government as an
independent activity of the population;
- the subjects of local self-government are cities
and rural areas (settlements and villages are
not included)

On 24.03.96 elections for the president of the
Republic of Tatarstan took place. The only
candidate for president was incumbent president
Shaimiev, because the other candidates failed to
collect a minimum of 50,000 voter signatures.
According to official data, the turnout was 77.6%;
97.1% voted for Shaimiyev

June 1996 russian president Yeltsin was running
for a second term and president Rakhimov of
Bashqortostan supported him. His Communist
Party opponent Zyuganov advocated symmetric
federalism - where all subjects of the federation
were equal in rights

On 27.11.96 the Constitution of the Republic of
Tatarstan was amended:
- a clause that a citizen of the republic over 65
years of age cannot become president were
removed;
- restrictions on terms for electing a president
were removed. From then on, it was possible to
run for office more than twice

On 21.04.96 russian troops assassinate
Dzhokhar Dudayev, first president of
the Republic of Ichkeria

On 22.04.96 Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev was
proclaimed acting president and supreme
commander of the Ichkerian armed forces by
the Ichkerian State Defence Council

On 6.08.96 a large-scale military-political
operation led by Yandarbiyev began to liberate
the city of Grozny from russian forces

On 13.06.96 russian president Yeltsin adopted an
article in the Criminal Code on "Incitement to
national, racial or religious hatred". The article
introduced two degrees of liability for these acts
with an implied fine or criminal punishment
from 2 to 4 years

On 27.05.96 russian president Yeltsin and I
chkerian president Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev
signed an agreement on the cessation of
hostilities in Chechnya from first of June. The
agreement was soon violated by both sides

On 3.06, 3.07.96 russian presidential elections
were held.
In the first round, the official turnout was
69.8%; 35.3% voted for Yeltsin.
In the second round, according to official figures,
the turnout was 69.4%; 53.8% voted for Yeltsin

On 22.08.96 the second round of talks between
the russian federation and the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria took place. An agreement was
reached on a partial withdrawal of russian troops
and the establishment of joint military
commands

On 31.08.96 the Khasavyurt agreements on a
ceasefire and cessation of hostilities in Grozny
and the rest of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
were signed. Mutual relations between the
russian federation and the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria were to be defined within five years.
Formal cessation of the first
russian-Chechen war

On 18.05.97 Milli Mejlis of the Tatar people
adopted the Memorandum of the Tatar People
which was sent to the UN. It outlined the
following problems:
- to take seriously the decolonisation of peoples
captured by the russian empire within the
framework of the "UN Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples";
- to recognize as the successor of the Bulghar
Khanate, the Golden Horde and the Khanate of
Kazan the Republic of Tatarstan and
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria as
independent states and admitting them as
members of the UN

On 3.11.97 a rally organized by the SBM against
the introduction of a new russian passport
because "the image of the double-headed eagle
is insulting to the small peoples of russia, who
aspire to a free and democratic life, and it
increases the contradictions between the center
and the regions"

On 1.06.97 a security council was created under
the president of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria. Ichkerian president Maskhadov acted
as chairman and General Dokka Umarov as
secretary

On 27.01.97 elections were held for the president
and parliament of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria. According to independent observers,
there were no serious irregularities in the
conduct of the elections.
According to the official figures, the turnout was
79.3%; with 59.3% voting for Aslan Maskhadov
(23.5% for Shamil Basayev, 10.1% for Zelimkhan
Yandarbayev)

On 12.05.97 russian president Yeltsin and
Chechen president Maskhadov signed a "Treaty
on Peace and Principles of Relations between the
russian federation and the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria". The treaty stipulated that relations
between the parties would be built "on the basis
and principles of international law. The de facto
and de jure agreement was recognition by the
russian federation of the state sovereignty of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria.
President Maskhadov and Prime Minister
Chernomyrdin signed an intergovernmental
agreement stipulating the development of
mutually beneficial economic cooperation
between russia and the ChRI

Summer 1997 a congress of the peoples of
Chechnya and Dagestan was held in Grozny
(Bagautdin Kebedov formed the government of
Dagestan in exile). The territory of the two
republics was declared a caliphate and Shamil
Basayev was elected its imam.
Basayev repeatedly reiterated that withdrawal of
russian troops from the ChRI was not enough.
He spoke out against any agreements with the
russian federation and about the ChRI’s need for
reparations . He was in opposition to Maskhadov
and advocated secession of all the republics of
the North Caucasus from the russian federation.

On 21.06.97 commander Salman Raduyev's unit
tried to seize a television center in Grozny.
Raduyev did not recognise the results of the
Ichkerian presidential election and opposed
Maskhadov

Autumn 1997 Rakhimov, the incumbent
president of Bashqortostan, said he was not
going to run for president election anymore

January 1997 the State Duma appealed to the
Constitutional Court of the russian federation
asking whether the law on presidential elections
of the Republic was consistent with the russian
Constitution. The Court's decision was expected
in autumn 1998, on the eve of the presidential
elections in Bashqortostan.
According to the Constitution of Bashqortostan,
a candidate must:
- speak russian and Bashqort, be between 35 and
65 years old, have lived in the republic for at least
10 years, and must have collected at least 100,000
signatures in support of the candidacy.
- the Duma believed that this violated the
russian Constitution and contradicted the f
ederal law on suffrage

On 25.07.98 the congress of Muslims of the
North Caucasus was held in Grozny on the
initiative of Akhmad Kadyrov, Mufti of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria. Participants
condemned Wahhabism and called for the
activities of Wahhabi groups to be considered
illegal in Chechnya, Dagestan and Ingushetia.
All military units not supporting Kadyrov's side
were equated with the Wahhabis

On 19.08.98 Basayev and his supporters held an
unsanctioned rally in the center of Grozny. They
demanded that Maskhadov resign because in
their opinion he had violated more than ten
articles of the Ichkerian constitution

In 1998 the state assembly of the Republic of
Bashqortostan refused to amend the republic’s
legislation. All the heads of administrations
appointed by Rakhimov retained their posts.
The ruling of the constitutional court of the
russian federation on the admission of
candidates

On 14.06.98 a presidential election in the
Republic of Bashqortostan was held. Former
prime minister Mirgaziyamov was not registered
as a candidate (his ineligibility was later ruled
illegal, but the election results were not
overturned).
According to the official figures, the turnout was
70.2%; 70.2% voted for Rakhimov, with 17.1%
voting against all.
Rakhimov was elected for a second term

May 1998 a local court closed the Ittifak Party of
National Independence's newspaper Altyn urda.
The paper, published since 1993, was critical of
Tatarstan’s Mintimer Shaimiev's policies,
claiming that he had sold out to Moscow and
advocating for the establishment of an
independent Tatarstan. The court cited the
paper for calling for the overthrow of the
republican government and insulting Shaimiev

March 1998 the State Assembly of the Republic
of Bashqortostan postponed the presidential
election until 14.06.98

May-June 1998 there was a series of SBM rallies
in support of Rakhimov in the elections

On 27.03.98 the Supreme Court of the russian
federation ruled that the right of the president
of Bashqortostan to appoint and dismiss heads
of city and district administrations, as provided
for by the Constitution, violated the electoral
rights of citizens enshrined in the russian
Constitution

On 27.04.98 the constitutional court of the
russian federation ruled that the residency and
age requirements for a republican presidential
candidate are contrary to the constitution of the
russian federation. On the question of language,
the russian court acknowledged that since
Bashqortostan did not yet adopt a law on the
status of the Bashqor language, it cannot yet be
required of presidential candidates that they
must be bilingual

June 1999 Kadyrov launched a failed coup
attempt to remove Maskhadov from office

On 2-4.08.99 clashes between Dagestani rebels
and Dagestani police in the Tsumadinsky district

On 5.07.99 russian troops redeployed to the
Chechen-Dagestani border in the Tsumadinsky
district

On 7-11.08.98 the Islamic Shura of Dagestan
declared occupation of the State of Dagestan
with deposition of the state council in Dagestan
and formation of the Islamic government.
Basayev and Khattab became commanders of the
military forces.

On 11.08.99 the russian security services signed an
order "On conducting an anti-terrorist operation
in part of the territory of the Republic of
Dagestan". All Chechen rebels are designated by
official russian sources as terrorists or militants
and are to be eliminated.
Outbreak of the second russian-Chechen war

On 16.08.99 the russian State Duma passed a
resolution "On the situation in the Republic of
Dagestan in connection with the incursion into
the territory of the Republic of Dagestan by illegal
armed groups and measures to ensure the security
of the Republic of Dagestan", which described the
groups' actions as a particularly dangerous form of
terrorism and aimed at tearing Dagestan away
from russia

On 6.10.99 a federal act on general principles for
the organization of the legislative and executive
authorities of the constituent entities of the
russian federation was adopted:
- unified rules were established for the election of
regional leaders;
- the president of the russian federation no longer
had the right to appoint regional leaders on his or
her own;
- regional leaders could no longer be elected for
more than two consecutive terms

On 31.12.99 russian president Yeltsin announced
his resignation and appointed prime minister
Putin as interim president

On 25.08 - 1.09.99 russian federation began to
conduct active air raids on the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria. Bombing was carried out in the
mountainous regions of the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria and on the outskirts of Grozny.

4-16.09.99 a residential building in Buynaksk,
Dagestan, Volgodonsk, Rostov region and two in
Moscow were blown up. Three hundred and
thirteen people were killed. According to russian
investigators, all the bombings were orchestrated
by Emir al-Khattab and Abu Amar. According to an
alternative version by former FSB officer
Litvinenko, the bombings were orchestrated by the
FSB. Litvinenko was poisoned with polonium-210
in 2004 in London

On 23.09.99 russian President Yeltsin signed a
decree "On measures to enhance the effectiveness
of counter-terrorism operations in the North
Caucasus region of the russian federation". russian
aircraft bombed Grozny, thereby violating the
terms of the 1996 peace treaty

On 25.09.99 at a rally in Gudermes, Kadyrov
supported the anti-terrorist operation by russian
troops and said he and his supporters will fight
the Wahhabis militarily

On 30.09.99 the russian federation has sent troops
into the Chechen Republic under the pretext of a
counter-terrorist operation

On 5.10.99 Ichkerian President Maskhadov signed
a decree on the introduction of martial law on the
territory of Ichkeria. Any relations between the
official leadership of Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
and russia were severed.
Maskhadov became chairman of the State Defence
Committee of Ichkeria together with Basayev

On 10.10.99 Ichkerian President Maskhadov
issued a decree dismissing Kadyrov from the post
of Supreme Mufti of Chechnya and declared him
an "enemy of the Chechen people"

October 1999 Kadyrov peacefully transfers control
of Gudermessky and Kurchaloyevsky districts of
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria to russian troops

On 26.03.00 a presidential election in the russian
federation was held.
Official figures show a 68.7% turnout, with 52.9%
of votes cast for Putin

On 13.05.00 president Putin signed a decree on
the plenipotentiary representative of the president
of the russian federation in a federal district:
- seven federal districts were introduced that were
not constituent entities of the RF and were not
provided for by the constitution of the russian
federation;
- the post of plenipotentiary representative of the
president of the RF in a federal district was
introduced to supervise territorial federal agencies

On 5.08.00 the law "On the Procedure for
Formation of the Federation Council of the
Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation"
was passed:
- it changed the status of governors, heads of
administration and presidents of constituent
entities of the russian federation;
- only one representative of the executive and
legislative bodies of state power of each
constituent entity of the russian federation was
elected to the Federation Council

In 2000 russia's Prosecutor General's office
launched a fight to abolish paragraphs of
Tatarstan's constitution on sovereignty, on
citizenship, and on the president's mandatory
bilingualism that do not comply with federal law

In 2000 the constitutional court of the russian
federation ruled that it is inadmissible to include
norms on sovereignty, citizenship and the people
as a source of power in the Constitutions of the
Republics

On 31.08.00 Putin called the inconsistency of
federal and local laws a "time bomb" that should
be "removed and destroyed"

Since Autumn 1999 mass crimes were committed
by the russian military against civilians in the
Chechen Republic:

- rocket attacks on residential areas and suburbs
of Grozny;
- shelling and mopping-up operations in
Kurchaloy, Argun, Starye Atagi, Alkhan-Yurt,
Gekhi, Katyr-Yurt, Shuani, Turty-Khutor and
Chernorechye, which were accompanied by
torture, rape and massacres;
- shelling of convoys of refugees
- creation of filtration centers in various parts of
the republic through which thousands of
Chechens passed and where people were illegally
detained and tortured;

According to various statistics the number of
casualties among civilians ranges from twenty
thousand to eighty thousand. During the two wars
the death toll, according to some statistics, ranges
from one hundred and sixty thousand to two
hundred thousand

On 2.07.00 chechen rebels carried out five acts of
sabotage against the russian occupying forces on
the territory of the Chechen Republic: two in
Gudermes and one each in Urus-Martan,
Novogrozny and Argun

September 2000 Kadyrov convened a Sharia
court which convicted Maskhadov, Basayev and
Khattab as the main perpetrators of the second
russian-Chechen war. The death sentence against
Kadyrov was quashed

On 25.03.01 presidential elections in the
Republic of Tatarstan were held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
79.3%; 79.5% voted for Shaimiev

On 25.03.01 presidential elections in the
Republic of Tatarstan were held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
79.3%; 79.5% voted for Shaimiev

On 10.02.01 Kadyrov approves the government of
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria

On 16.04.01 Kadyrov signed a decree banning all
congresses, rallies and other mass gatherings so as
not to destabilize the political situation in the
republic

On 15.06.01 the Shanghai Convention on
Combating Terrorism, Separatism and Extremism
was signed between Kazakhstan, China,
Kyrgyzstan, russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The
concepts of terrorism, separatism and extremism
included violent acts or calls for such acts

In June 2001 a commission was set up to modify
the treaty system between the russian federation
and the republics. An amendment to the federal
law was adopted, proposing that the governor's
term of office be counted from the moment the
law is passed

On 7.12.01 a federal law "On the Procedure for
Admission to the Russian Federation and the
Formation of a New Constituent Entity within it"
was adopted:
- it merged and abolished the Autonomous
Districts (lands of indigenous peoples) within the
russian federation;
- on the basis of referendums, the following
regions were formed: Permskiy Krai from Perm
Region and the Komi-Permyak Autonomous Area
(2005); Kamchatskiy Krai from Kamchatka Region
and the Koryak Autonomous Area (2006); Taimyr
and Evenk Autonomous Areas (2007) were merged
with Krasnoyarskiy Krai; Ust-Ordyn Buryat
Autonomous Area (2008) was merged with
Irkutsk Region; Zabaikalskiy Krai from Chita
Region and Aginsk Buryat Autonomous Area
(2008)

On 19.01.01 president Putin issued a decree on the
system of executive authorities of the Chechen
Republic. The interim administration of the
Chechen Republic becomes permanent

In 2001 Basayev's open letter to Putin was
published:
- russia is a terrorist state and Putin is the most
important terrorist
- russia brings only death and destruction. The
russians have killed and are still killing the
Chechen people. Three million Chechens have
been killed in three centuries
- the FSB introduced the practice of kidnapping
foreigners and journalists in Chechnya. Kadyrov
and his men collaborated with the FSB and the
interior ministry and were mediators in the
kidnappings
- the bombing of houses in Moscow, Volgodonsk
and Bujnaksk were advantageous for the russian
federation and not for the Chechen separatists.
There is a confirmation of this from arrested GRU
officers, who confessed to their involvement in the
bombings
- about 25 thousand Chechens are being tortured
and humiliated in russian prisons
- "Your Great Russian dream, sitting up to your
neck in shit, is to drag everyone else in there. This
is what Russism is all about"
- Chechens welcome any russian who comes in
peace as equals

On 25.03.01 presidential elections in the
Republic of Tatarstan were held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
79.3%; 79.5% voted for Shaimiev

On 3.12.02 the State Assembly of Bashqortostan
has passed a law "On Introducing Amendments
and Additions to the Constitution of the Republic
of Bashqortostan":
- the treaty "On Demarcation of Competence and
Mutual Delegation of Powers Between State
Authorities of the Russian Federation and State
Authorities of the Republic of Bashqortostan" was
excluded;
- the term sovereignty was replaced by statehood
- the possibility of citizenship of the Republic of
Bashqortostan was abolished

On 25.04.02 Emir al-Khattab was poisoned. The
nerve agent was delivered in a letter by an
undercover FSB officer

On 11.12.02 a congress of the peoples of Chechnya
was held in Gudermes, organized by Kadyrov, to
draft a new constitution for the Republic

On 25.07.02 the federal act “On combating
extremist activity” was adopted:
- conclusions on what constitutes extremism are
- reached on the basis of expert examinations;
- there is no precise definition of what extremism
is, but it is defined what activities are classified as
extremism. For example, violation of the integrity
of the russian federation; justification of
terrorism; incitement of social, racial, national or
religious discord; distribution of extremist
materials; financing of extremist actions are all
considered extremist

On 10.09.02 interior Minister Gryzlov signed an
annex to the interior ministry's order "Instructions
on Planning and Preparation of Forces and
Resources of Internal Affairs Bodies and Internal
Troops of the Interior Ministry of Russia for
Actions under Emergency Circumstances":
- emergencies were defined as natural disasters,
liquidation of illegal armed groups, liquidation
of gangs, release of hostages, suppression of mass
riots, etc.
- it was up to regional authorities to decide which
circumstances constituted an emergency

On 15.12.02 president Putin signed a decree
approving the regulations for holding a
referendum of the Chechen Republic on the draft
constitution of the Chechen Republic, draft laws
on the election of the president of the Chechen
Republic and on elections to the Parliament of the
Chechen Republic

Summer 2002 the Grand Mejlis in the Chechen
mountains, organized by Maskhadov and Basayev,
took place. The State Defence Committee of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria was established.
Basayev was chosen as its head

On 27.12.02 an explosion occurred outside the
Chechen House of Government in Grozny,
organized by Basayev

On 23–26.10.02 a group of Chechen rebels, led by
Barayev and Basayev, seized the Dubrovka Theatre
Centre in Moscow, where more than a thousand
spectators and actors of the musical Nord-Ost
were present. They demanded the withdrawal of
the russian occupying forces from the territory of
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria. One hundred
and seventy-four people were killed

On 25.03.01 presidential elections in the
Republic of Tatarstan were held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
79.3%; 79.5% voted for Shaimiev

On 7.12, 21.12.03 a presidential election was held
in the Republic of Bashqortostan.

In the first round, according to official figures, the
turnout was 75.9%; Rakhimov received 42.5 %
of the vote.
In the second round,according to official figures,
the turnout was 69.9%; 78% voted for Rakhimov.

Rakhimov was elected for a fourth consecutive
term

On 14.02.03 the supreme court of the russian
federation declared 15 Islamic organizations
terrorist. The list included the non-violent
international Islamic organization Hizb ut-Tahrir

On 23.06.03 Chechen Zaurbek Talkhigov was
sentenced to 8.6 years in prison under the article
on aiding and abetting terrorism. Human rights
activists and lawyers spoke of a fabrication of the
case, which was prompted by the desire of the
security forces to find a Chechen trace in certain
kinds of crimes

On 10.03.03 an agreement was signed between
president Kadyrov of the Chechen Republic and
president Zyazikov of the Republic of Ingushetia
on the demarcation of the border between the
Chechen Republic and the Republic of Ingushetia.
The Sunzhensky district is part of the Chechen
Republic, with two settlements, the villages of
Sernovodskaya and Assinovskaya, while the rest
of the Sunzhensky district remains under the
jurisdiction of Ingushetia. The agreement was
signed on the basis of treaties of 1993

On 23.03.03 a constitutional referendum was held,
as a result of which the Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria became a constituent entity of the
russian federation. The Chechen Republic of
Ichkeria was renamed the Chechen Republic.
According to official figures: the turnout was
95.65%; 95.65% voted in favor of amending the
constitution

On 5.10.03 the election of the president of the
Chechen Republic was held.
According to the official figures, turnout was
87.5%; 80.8%t voted for Kadyrov.
For various reasons, those who were able to
compete with Kadyrov were excluded from the list
of candidates. Independent observers reported
that the turnout did not correspond to the official
figures. Serious irregularities were observed in the
conduct of the elections.
At the time of the election, Maskhadov was the
formal and legally elected president

On 04.07.03 the law "On General Principles of
Organizing the Legislative and Executive Bodies
of State Authority of the Constituent Entities of
the Russian Federation" was adopted:
- all contracts between the center and the regions
must be re-approved by federal laws within two
years

On 04.07.03 russian president Putin signed a
decree on the election of the first president of the
Chechen Republic

On 5.12.03 an explosion occurred on a train from
Kislovodsk to Mineralnye Vody, Stavropolskiy Krai.
Forty-one persons were killed

On 9.12.03 an explosion occurred outside the
National Hotel in Moscow. Six people were killed

On 1.08.03 an explosion occurred in a military
hospital in Mozdok, North Ossetia. A car packed
with explosives drove onto the grounds of the
military hospital in Mozdok and exploded

March 2004 all controversial clauses in the
Tatarstan’s Constitution have been declared
unlawful by the Supreme Court of Tatarstan

On 8.03.04 russian special services assassinated
Maskhadov, the legitimate president of the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria

On 10-14.12.04 a sweep of the local population of
Blagoveshchensk, Bashqortostan and the
surrounding settlements by the internal affairs
department and riot police ocurred. Hundreds of
residents of the city were detained, many of them
beaten and tortured. Detainees were taken to
filtration rooms where they had to sign statements
under torture. Many of the victims received various
degrees of disability.
The official version of the authorities is that "in
2004 there was a 200 per cent increase in street
crime in Blagoveshchensk". Journalistic analyses
of the statistics show that the crime rate actually
went down during this time.
Only eight law enforcers were tried, the rest "could
not be identified because they were wearing
masks". Victims were pressured by the security
forces to withdraw their testimony from the courts.
Human rights activists believe that the
responsibility for the violence against civilians lies
with Minister of Internal Affairs Divayev, Deputy
Minister Smirnov and with head of district
Nurtdinov.
President Rakhimov's reaction was to criticize the
media for over-dramatisation and false facts about
the events in Blagoveshchensk

In February 2004 between 40 and 80 relatives of
field commander Khambiyev were abducted. All
the relatives were illegally held at Ramzan
Kadyrov's base until Khambiyev voluntarily
surrendered to the Chechen authorities. Women
and the elderly became hostages. The punitive
practice of kidnapping and burning the houses of
relatives who had gone into the woods or who
criticized the regime continues to this day (2022)

On 29.08.04 presidential elections were held in
the Chechen Republic.
According to the official data, the turnout was
85%; Ali Alkhanov won with 73.4%.
Independent journalists and human rights
activists said that the elections could not be
considered legitimate, and that the turnout could
not have been so high because people were afraid
to leave their homes

On 11.12.04 president Putin signed amendments
to the federal law on the general principles of the
organization of state power bodies of the
constituent entities of the russian federation:
- heads of constituent entities of the RF were to be
proposed by the president of the RF and approved
by the local legislature;
- this was explained by the need to strengthen the
vertical power structure in order to fight terrorism;
- nominees were proposed by a plenipotentiary
representative in a relevant federal constituency

On 14.03.04 a russian presidential election was
held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
64.3%; 71.3% voted for Putin

On 17.04.04 the congress of the Milli Majlis of the
Tatar People took place. It defined the following
lines of action:
- territorial and national sovereignty of the
Republic of Tatarstan;
- developing Tatar as the state language of the
Republic of Tatarstan;
- establishing a unified system of Tatar national
education

On 21-22.08.04 rebels attacked Grozny. They
attacked police stations, roadblocks and polling
stations. The plan was to disrupt early presidential
elections in Chechnya because of the assassination
of Kadyrov. The attacks were led by Basayev

On 21-22.06.04 Chechen and Ingush units
attacked several government buildings, among
them the Interior Ministry building in Nazran,
Ingushetia

On 09.05.04 an explosion at a stadium in Grozny
killed Akhmad Kadyrov. Basayev claimed
responsibility for the bombing

April 2004 an armed group entered the village of
Ishkhoi-Yurt and killed seven police and security
officers, telling the families of those killed that
Kadyrov's men were taking their wives, mothers,
children and fathers.
Chechen president Kadyrov said he would punish
all relatives and neighbors of those involved in the
armed resistance

On 02-03.04 a series of sabotage attacks in the
Moscow region to blow up gas pipelines and
electricity transmission poles. Basayev claimed
responsibility for these bombings

On 9.03.04 Abdul-Khalim Sadulayev was
appointed to succeed Maskhadov as president of
the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria

December 2004 Ramzan Kadyrov's units
kidnapped relatives of the slain legitimate
Ichkerian president Maskhadov

October 2004 during the PACE resolution on
Chechnya, the russian delegation insisted that an
amendment be introduced to divide responsibility
for kidnapping and hostage-taking between
federal and Chechen authorities

On 1–3.09.04 a unit led by Basayev seized a school
in Beslan, North Ossetia. The captors demanded
the russian leadership to immediately stop the
genocide of the Chechen people, stop the war, and
begin the withdrawal of occupation troops from
the territory of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria.
Three hundred and thirty-three people were killed

On 14.03.05 the Constitution of the Republic of
Tatarstan was amended:
- the president of the Republic of Tatarstan was
appointed by the president of russia

On 17.01.05 the Chechen woman Zara Murazalieva
was sentenced to nine years imprisonment on the
charge of preparing an act of terrorism. The
prosecution alleged that she was planning to blow
up an escalator in Moscow. Human rights activists
and lawyers spoke of a fabrication of the case,
which was prompted by the law enforcers' desire
to trace a Chechen trace in certain kinds of crimes

On 27.11.05 parliamentary elections were held in
the Chechen Republic.
According to official figures: the turnout was 57%,
the election was won by United russia (Putin's
party) with 61.4%.
Government sources report that the elections took
place without irregularities. Independent
observers report that the elections cannot be
considered democratic

On 25.03.05 president Putin proposed Shaimiyev
for the presidency of the Republic of Tatarstan.
Shaimiev becomes president for a fourth term

On 23.08.05 president Putin signed the decree
"On the appointment of elections to the
parliament of the Chechen Republic of the first
convocation" on 27.11.05

February 2005 protesters in Ufa and
Blagoveshchensk demonstrated against the
violence of the security forces. One of the
demands was the resignation of president
Rakhimov

In 2005 SBM became part of the Eurasian Youth
Union (Dugin's project combining traditionalism,
fascism, national socialism and Eurasianism). The
project fomented a nationalist mindset to
mobilize young people against anti-government
sentiments

On 13-14.10.05 Insurgents led by Basayev attacked
Nalchik, Kabardino-Balkaria. The target were the
FSB, police and army security forces.
According to official russian figures, 96 members
of Basayev's group were killed and 70 surrendered.
The russian military suffered 35 deaths and 129
wounded. Fourteen civilians were killed.
According to the version of Basayev's unit, around
300 members of russian security services were
killed and 160 wounded, casualties among the
russian forces amounted to 41

On 21.02.06 the Constitution of Bashqortostan
was amended:
- the head of Bashqortostan was to be appointed
by the russian president and approved by the
republican state council

On 17.06.06 Abdul-Khalim Sadulayev, appointed
president of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
was killed by russian security services

On 27.07.06 amendments to the federal law on
extremism were made. The concept of extremism
was broadened:
- incitement to racial, national, religious and
social discord, not necessarily violent, became
linked to extremist activity;
- violent acts against individual civil servants,
regardless of the motive, context or degree of
danger of the act, were categorized as extremism;
- justification of extremism constituted extremism;
- recognition of any episode as extremist led to the
dissolution or banning of the organizations
involved

On 5.10.06 president Putin nominated Rakhimov
for president of the Republic of Bashqortostan.
Rakhimov was elected for a fifth term

On 9.07.06 Basayev was killed in a munitions
explosion in Ingushetia. According to the russian
version, it was organized by russian special
services; according to Basayev's associates, it was
an accident

On 17.06.06 Dokku Umarov was appointed
successor as president of the Chechen Republic
of Ichkeria. In his address he stated that the
Chechen Republic of Ichkeria was occupied by the
russian federation, but continued to be an
independent state

On 24.07.07 a revised version of the treaty on
delimitation of competences and powers between
the russian federation and Tatarstan was adopted
and approved for a period of 10 years. Tatarstan
has the right to resolve jointly with the federal
center issues related to economic, ecological,
cultural and other peculiarities of the republic

On 2.12.07 a referendum was held to adopt
amendments to the constitution of the Chechen
Republic. The amendments to the constitution
included:
- abandonment of the word sovereignty;
- the president was to be appointed by the federal
government instead of directly elected;
- the president's term of office was increased from
5 to 7 years;
- a bicameral parliament with 58 seats was
replaced by a unicameral parliament with 41 seats.
The term of office was reduced from 5 to 4 years;
- Chechen and russian languages were established
as state languages;
- subsequent amendments to the constitution
were to be determined by parliament rather than
by referendum
According to official figures, the turnout was
99.1%; 96.8% voted for the amendments

On 19.10.07 the non-violent Islamic group Jamaat
Muwahid was found to be extremist

May 2007 Chechen Prime Minister Delimkhanov
stated that "Chechens who have gone into the
forest will have their heads cut off" and that the
responsibility for the actions of those who have
gone into hiding lies with their families and
neighbors. About 100 parents of those who have
gone into hiding were summoned to the Chechen
interior ministry and forced to publicly disown
them

On 1.12.07 the Federal Law "On Amendments to
Certain Legislative Acts of the Russian Federation
Concerning Changes in the Concept and Structure
of the State Educational Standard" was signed:
- the national-regional component in the state
educational standard was abolished

On 24.07.07 amendments to the federal law on
extremism:
- the list of hate crimes was expanded. Racial,
national, religious and social hatred and enmity
were now considered to be political and
ideological

On 15.02.07 president Putin signed Ali Alkhanov's
resignation as president of the Chechen Republic
and appointed Ramzan Kadyrov as acting
president. According to journalists, the
resignation was caused by a conflict between
Alkhanov and Kadyrov

In 2007 the public movement of "liberal Bashqort
nationalists" Kuk Bure was established. Its main
purpose was to consolidate the civic position of
Bashqort patriotic forces in defending the
interests of the Bashqort people by the legal
means envisaged in the constitution of the russian
federation

From the beginning 2007 until 2009 in
Chechnya, more than 1,000 Chechens aged
between 16 and 30 joined the ranks of the rebels in
the forests. At the same time, the number of
missing persons and extrajudicial executions
increased

On 07.10.07 Chechen president Umarov
announced the creation of a Caucasian Emirate.
The Chechen Republic of Ichkeria was
transformed into Ichkeria with the Caucasian
Emirate as part of it. Umarov relieved himself of
his in factduties as president of the Chechen
Republic of Ichkeria and proclaimed himself amir
of the Mojahedin of the Caucasus. Umarov called
for a worldwide jihad. This was in fact a split
among the Chechen rebels

On 10.03.08 the international Islamic
organization Nurjular is recognised as extremist

In 2007 - 2008 three members of the non-violent
Islamic group Tablighi Jamaat are convicted of
involvement in an extremist group

On 6.09.08 president Medvedev amended the
decree "On Certain Issues of the Russian Ministry
of Internal Affairs". A unit for countering
extremism (Center Ė) was formed on the basis of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD). The
identity of the staff of the GUPE MVD is a state
secret

On 29.10.08 russian state duma passed a federal
law "On measures to organize local
self-government in the Republic of Ingushetia and
the Chechen Republic":
- ordered the state authorities of the two republics
to determine the territories and establish the
boundaries of municipal formations

On 14.11.08 the Constitution of the russian
federation was amended. The term of election of
the president was changed from 4 to 6 years

On 2.03.08 the russian presidential election took
place.
Official figures show a 69.8% turnout, with 70.2%
of votes cast for Medvedev

In 2008 a series of rallies in Ufa organized by Kuk
Bure to place in favor of a revision of the federal
law on education, which abolished the full study
of the indigenous languages of the russian
federation

On 20.12.08 a Tatar government-in-exile was
established at a congress of the Milli Majlis. Wil
Mirzayanov, who lives in the US, was appointed as
its head

On 12.02.09 the Parliament of the Chechen
Republic passed a law "On the Municipal
Formation of the Sunzhensky District and the
Municipal Entities Included in it and Establishing
their Boundaries”. It included only two rural
settlements, Assinovskoye and Sernovodskoye,
into the Chechen Republic

On 19.02.09 the People's Assembly of Ingushetia
passed a regional law defining the composition
and boundaries of municipal entities which
defined boundaries of the Sunzhensky district

On 7.05.09 the international Islamic organization
Tablighi Jamaat was declared extremist

On 29.11.09 in Kazan, journalist Irek Murtazin
was sentenced to one year and nine months
imprisonment under the article defamation
contained in a publicly displayed work and mass
media and incitement of hatred or enmity, as well
as humiliation of human dignity. The
investigation stated that he had committed
"actions inciting hatred and enmity on the
grounds of belonging to any social group by
forming a negative assessment of the activity of
representatives of the authorities of the Republic
of Tatarstan and in particular of president
Shamiev"

From July until December 2009 in Chechnya,
24 houses of relatives of those who had joined
armed resistance groups against the Kadyrov
regime were burnt down. At night, masked men
broke into houses of relatives, doused everything
with petrol and set them on fire. The fire brigade
and police did not respond to calls and no
criminal case was ever opened

On 15.07.09 human rights activist and journalist
Natalia Estemirova was kidnapped and murdered
in Grozny. She wrote about the crimes of the
russian military in Chechnya, covered cases of
falsified criminal cases of abduction, torture,
execution and murder of people in Chechnya and
made public that civilians in the Chechen public
were appointed defendants for the actions of their
relatives without trial. The murder remains
uninvestigated, the killers have not been found.
The investigation suggested several versions of the
murder. Estemirova's close colleagues say that the
Chechen security services and Ramzan Kadyrov
were involved in the murder

In January 2009 Umar Israilov was killed in
Vienna. He left russia in 2006 and was openly
criticizing Kadyrov. According to Austrian police,
in the days before his death Israilov complained
that he was being followed

On 2.04.09 Chechen man Lors Khamiyev was
sentenced to eight years in prison. According to
the investigators he had been linked with
terrorists and was planning an attempt on
Kadyrov's life. Human rights activists and lawyers
spoke of a fabrication of the case, which was
prompted by the security forces' desire to find a
Chechen trace in certain crimes

On 8.06.09 the russian constitutional court urged
Sakha (Yakutia), Tatarstan, Bashkortostan and
Tuva to remove sovereignty clauses from their
constitutions

On 16.04.09 on instructions from russian
president Medvedev, the counter-terrorist
operation regime in the Chechen Republic was
lifted

On 6.10.09 an order approving and giving effect to
the federal state educational standard for primary
general education was adopted

On 1.07.09 amendments to the federal law "On
the General Principles of the Organization of State
Power Bodies of the Constituent Entities of the
Russian Federation":
- only parties with a majority of seats in the
parliament of a constituent entity of the RF could
submit a candidate for the post of head of state

March 2010 on the proposal of russian president
Medvedev the State Council of the Republic of
Tatarstan confirmed Rustam Minnikhanov as
president

On 12.08.10 Kadyrov asked the parliament of the
Chechen Republic to rename his post because
"in a unified state there should be only one
president, and in the subjects the first persons can
be called heads of the republics". The post of
president of the republic is renamed head of the
republic

On 2.09.10 the Parliament of the Chechen
Republic adopted the Constitutional Act on
Amendments to the Constitution of the Chechen
Republic, under which the words "President of the
Chechen Republic" were replaced by the words
"Head of the Chechen Republic"

In 2010 Ittifaq party leader Fauzia Bairamova was
sentenced to one year of suspended imprisonment
on charges of inciting ethnic hatred and for
distributing the text of a resolution by the Tatar
government-in-exile

On 15.07.10 russian president Medvedev
appointed Rustem Khamitov as president of
Bashqortostan. Rakhimov resigns early

On 5.03.11 russian president Medvedev appoints
Kadyrov as head of the Chechen Republic

On 5.03.11 the parliament of the Chechen
Republic unanimously voted to reappoint Kadyrov
as head of Chechnya

June 2011 Tatarstan’s prosecutor's office issued a
warning against extremist activities to the
administrator of the VKontakte group
Autonomous Action (Kazan). The group pursued
anti-authoritarian views

On 2.05.11 amendments were made to the Federal
Law "On the General Principles of the
Organization of Government Bodies of the
Constituent Entities of the RF". Direct elections of
regional heads were returned. The law came into
force on 1.06.12. This date was considered to be the
first term of office for the head of the region

On 28.06.11 the supreme court took a decision on
judicial practice in criminal cases involving
extremist offenses:
- criticism of officials, political, religious and
ideological associations and beliefs should not be
qualified as incitement to hatred or enmity;
- the court prohibited experts (linguists,
psychologists, etc.) from asking legal questions
related to the assessment of the act committed
during expert examinations

On 24.01.11 an explosion at Moscow's
Domodedovo airport occurred. Thirty people were
killed. Umarov claimed responsibility for the
bombing

On 21.02.06 the constitution of Bashqortostan
was amended:
- the president of the republic was to be appointed
to office by direct election

In 2012 Kadyrov and his entourage began voicing
serious territorial claims against Ingushetia. They
called for the problem of establishing an
administrative border between the republics to be
raised at the federal level. Kadyrov said that the
authorities of Ingushetia referred to the
agreements signed by Dudayev. According to
Kadyrov, these agreements are illegitimate
because Dudayev's leadership was declared illegal
by the russian federation

On 22.06.12 the constitution of Tatarstan was
amended:
- the president of the republic was to be appointed
to office by direct election

On 23.07.12 five journalists of Ufa Gubernskaya
media were sentenced for participation in an
extremist community, public calls for extremist
activity and calls for mass disorder and violence
against citizens. All were sentenced to between
one and two years of suspended imprisonment

On 6.11.12 in Ufa, Bashqortostan, four people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All were sentenced to
between six and seven years' imprisonment

In 2012 a public organization, the Tatar Patriotic
Front Altyn Urda, was formed. It advocated
uniting all ethnic groups of the Tatar people under
a common ideology. Its main aim was to preserve
and develop the Tatar nation. The organization
spoke out against the government of the russian
federation and its policies. Instead it supported
Tatar sovereignty. It organized rallies and actions
to defend the rights of the Tatar people

On 30.07.12 the law "On amendments to the
Federal Law 'On the protection of children from
information harmful to their health and
development and certain legislative acts of the
Russian Federation'" was signed:
- a unified register of domains and sites hosting
extremist information prohibited for
dissemination in Russia was created. Once a link
or domain is included in this register, all service
providers in the country are required to block
access to the site within 24 hours

On 25.06.12 the law "On introducing amendments
to certain legislative acts to improve the legal
regulation of countering extremist activity" was
signed:
- it equated the posting of hyperlinks to extremist
materials on the Internet with the dissemination
of extremist materials;
- the activities of several media outlets were
suspended for links to extremist materials found
on their websites, including in readers' comments

January 2012 a video message by Umarov was
published in which he calls on his supporters to
stop armed attacks on russian civilians. This was
linked to mass protests across russia against
Putin's policies

On 4.03.12 a russian presidential election held.
Official figures show a 65.3% turnout, with 63.6%
of votes cast for Putin

On 18.10.13 the Chechen parliament amended the
2009 law to list almost all rural settlements in the
Sunzhensky district of Chechnya as rural
settlements

April 2013 Chechen Interior Ministry officers were
spotted on the territory of Ingushetia. Chechen
leaders said they were conducting an operation to
capture underground bandits. The Ingush
authorities said that the Chechen officers had
entered the territory with the aim of organizing
illegal actions to annex several villages to
Chechnya

On 10.10.13 In Kazan, Tatarstan, three people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All were sentenced to 3 to
6 years imprisonment

On 12.10.13 the march commemorating the day of
remembrance for the defenders of Kazan who fell
during the capture of the city by Ivan the Terrible's
troops was banned. The rally was allowed but
moved from the city center to the outskirts

October 2013 Radik Nurdinov, a resident of
Bashqortostan, was found guilty of inciting hatred
or hostility and fined for posting an article by Vil
Mirzayanov, considered extremist material, on the
Internet. The article contained harsh criticism of
russia's imperial policy, as well as a justification
for gaining national independence. There are no
calls to violence in the article

On 3.11.13 president Putin signed a law
introducing a set of new anti-terrorist measures:
- it introduced new articles of the criminal code
"Organization of a terrorist association and
participation in it" with imprisonment for 10 to 15
years and a fine of up to one million rubles for
organization and for 5 to 10 years with a fine of up
to 500 thousand rubles for participation.

These articles made it possible to charge people
not involved in terrorist acts with terrorism.
Future cases involving Hizb ut-Tahrir membership
were now covered by law

On 28.12.13 the law "On Prohibition of
Propaganda of Separatism" was signed. An article
"On public calls for actions aimed at violating the
territorial integrity of the Russian Federation" was
added to the Criminal Code

On 4.03.14 the constitution of Bashqortostan was
amended:
- the definition of "president of the Republic of
Bashqortostan" was replaced by "Head of the
Republic of Bashqortostan"

On 14.09.14 presidential elections in the Republic
of Bashqortostan were held.
According to the official version: turnout was
74.8%; 81.7% voted for Rustem Khamitov
(a member of the ruling United russia party).
Khamitov resigned early in October 2018

In 2014 the head of the Milli Majlis of the Tatar
people, Fauziya Bairamova, was sentenced to a
year in prison conditionally for a published text
about the events in Crimea and Ukraine. It
expressed Tatar solidarity with the aspirations of
the Crimean Tatar people for independence and
disagreement with the policies of the russian
authorities

On 20.02.14 Chechen social activist Ruslan
Kutayev was detained and charged with illegal
acquisition and possession of drugs. Human rights
activists believe the case was fabricated and the
reason for Kutayev's prosecution was his criticism
of the Chechen leadership. He was sentenced to
four years imprisonment

On 25.02.14 in Dyurtyulinsky District,
Bashqortostan, eight people were detained in
connection with their involvement in the
non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All were sentenced to
between 5 and 10 years imprisonment

Spring 2014 in Naberezhnye Chelny, Tatarstan,
four people were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. They were
sentenced to one year of suspended imprisonment

On 14.10.14 in Kazan, Tatarstan, eight people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All of them were
sentenced to between 16 and 23 years in prison

On 28.12.14 Rafis Kashapov, Chairman of the
Naberezhnochelninsk branch of the Tatar Public
Center TOTs, was detained under the articles on
incitement of hatred or hostility, as well as
humiliation of human dignity and for public calls
for actions aimed at violating the territorial
integrity of the russian federation, committed
using the Internet. He was sentenced to 3 years in
prison for the publications “Where Russia is Death
and Tears”, “Crimea and Ukraine Will Be Free of
Occupiers” and others

February 2014 president Putin signed the draft
law "On Amendments to the Criminal Code of the
Russian Federation":
- it increased the status of crimes under extremist
articles from the category of minor gravity to the
category of crimes of medium gravity and even
high gravity, with an increase in the upper limit of
imprisonment;
- penalties were imposed not only for organizing,
but also for the preparation of mass disturbances;
- persons convicted of inducing, recruiting or
otherwise involving a person in the activities of an
extremist organization or community could
face up to six years in prison;
- owners of servers are obliged to keep data on all
users' activities for six months after the end of
their activities and to provide it to law enforcement
agencies in cases prescribed by law;
- a blogger - the owner of a website or an Internet
page not registered as a media outlet, accessed by
more than three thousand users in a 24-hour
period, was now required to disclose his or her real
name. The blogger was given media duties, but not
rights, and was subject to inclusion in a special
register

On 05.05.14 a federal law "On the Introduction of
Responsibility for the Rehabilitation of Nazism"
was signed. An article was added to the criminal
code for denying historical facts and disseminating
knowingly false information about the activities of
the USSR during the Second World War. The
punishment ranges from a fine to five years
imprisonment. The main purpose was to use the
historical debate to restrict freedom of speech

From February 2014 onward, the russian
federation annexed parts of Ukraine - Crimea and
Sevastopol - and used its military to invade and
occupy the territories of the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions

Early in 2014 various sources published data on
Umarov's death

In 2014 part of the Kuk Bure activists founded the
Bashqort organization. The main goal was to
"consolidate the civic position of Bashqort patriotic
forces in defending the interests of the Bashqort
people". They focused on young people from
different regions of the Republic, held congresses
of the Bashqorts, rallies and flash mobs, and
various cultural, ecological and sporting events.
The organization was independent of the
authorities

On 4.12.14 an armed attack on Grozny by one of
the Caucasian Emirate's units took place.
According to official data, 14 members of the
group were killed and one civilian was killed.
According to the rebel group, 11 security forces
were killed

On 13.09.15 presidential election in the Republic
of Tatarstan was held.
Officially, the turnout was 84%; Rustam
Minnikhanov (a member of the ruling United
russia party) received 94.4% of the vote

On 4.02.15 in Ufa, Bashqortostan, 26 people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. They were sentenced to
between 5 and 24 years of imprisonment, with
several remaining wanted

From 2015 there are increasingly instances of
public humiliation for criticizing the Chechen
authorities and Kadyrov in particular, where
those who have criticized retract their words or
those of their relatives

On 15.04.15 in Baimak and Sterlitamak,
Bashqortostan, five people were detained in
connection with their involvement in the
non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. They were sentenced to
between five and six years of imprisonment

On 14.05.15 in Kazan, Tatarstan, four people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All of them were
sentenced to between 16 and 18 years in prison

On 13.07.15 a federal Law "On Amendments to
Articles 4 and 5 of the Federal Law 'On
Coordination of International and Foreign
Economic Relations of the Constituent Entities of
the Russian Federation'" obliged regions to
coordinate international treaties through the
federal center

On 18.09.16 an election of the head of the
Chechen Republic took place.
Official figures put voter turnout at 94.8%;
97.9% voted for Kadyrov

Beginning of 2016 the Department of Tatar and
Turkic Studies at Kazan Federal University, which,
among other things, trained teachers of the Tatar
language, was closed. Some academics have
reported that no funding was allocated from the
federal budget for Tatar studies

On 16.04.16 journalist Jalaudi Geriev was
kidnapped by Chechen security forces and accused
of illegal acquisition and possession of drugs.
Human rights activists believe the case was
fabricated and that the reason for Kutayev's
prosecution was his journalistic work. He was
sentenced to 3 years in prison

March 2016 in Kazan and Almetyevsk, Tatarstan,
nine people were detained in connection with
their involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. All of
them were sentenced to between 6 and 17 years in
prison, and some are on the wanted list

July 2016 a package of laws regulating
anti-terrorism activities was adopted:
- it restricted exit from the country for those
convicted of terrorist and extremist offenses;
- individuals with dual citizenship who have been
convicted of terrorist and extremist offenses were
stripped of their nationality;
- providers of all types of communication were
required to retain information about citizens'
communications for three years, and calls and
correspondence for up to six months;
- tougher penalties for terrorist and extremist
offenses were introduced;
- the age of criminal liability for a number of
terrorist offenses was lowered;
- failure to report a terrorist offense and incitement
to organize mass disturbances were made criminal
offenses

On 5.04.16 president Putin signed a decree "On
the Issues of the Federal Service of the National
Guard Troops of the russian federation":
- some agencies of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
were transformed into the russian guard to
combat terrorism;
- the russian guard was subordinated directly to
the president of the russian federation;
- it had the wide powers to fire without warning,
and to use armored vehicles and water cannons;
- the number of officers stands at 350,000

On 20.09.16 the law "On the Ministry of Internal
Affairs of the russian federation" was amended.
The number of police officers was raised to
756,859. According to statistics, there were 516
police officers per 100,000 inhabitants

On 25.03.16 president Putin signed a decree
appointing Kadyrov as acting head of the
Chechen Republic, although his duties had expired

On 17.12.16 a group of several men killed two
policemen in Grozny

On 29.09.16 the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar
People was declared an extremist organization

In 2016 in Salavat and Sterlitamak, Bashqortostan,
five people were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group Hizb
ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. They were
sentenced to between 11 and 16 years'
imprisonment

October 2016 Danis Safargali, leader of the Tatar
public movement Altyn Urda, was charged with
inciting hatred and enmity for posts on the
Vkontakte social network that humiliate the
russian president, the authorities and the media.
He was sentenced to three years in prison

On 17.01.17 the presidium of VTOTs circulated an
appeal to the deputies of the State Duma of
Tatarstan, the State Council and the Kazan City
Duma, in which in order to preserve the Tatar
language it proposed to make the Tatar language
the only state language in Tatarstan. Rallies were
organized in Kazan in support of the Tatar
language

November 2017 the Prosecutor's Office of
Tatarstan ruled that the compulsory study of the
Tatar language in Tatarstan schools is illegal. The
Tatar education programme allocated the same
number of hours to studying russian and Tatar

On 14.03.17 in Kazan, Tatarstan, nine people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Tablighi Jamaat,
considered extremist. All of them were sentenced
to between 11 and 22 years in prison

On 9 -11.01.17 local security forces conducted a
counter-terrorist operation in various parts of
Chechnya. Official reports say that at least 22
people were detained and several were killed.
Journalists reported that they were personal
enemies of Kadyrov. Kadyrov claimed they were
connected with ISIS. This information has not
been confirmed

On 25-26.01.17 twenty-seven people were
summarily executed in Grozny by officers of the
Interior Ministry of the Chechen Republic

For 2017 at least forty-two residents of Chechnya
were abducted by Chechen security forces and
illegally imprisoned and tortured. Some of these
people were found murdered

On 21.04.17 in Naberezhnye Chelny, Tatarstan, ten
people were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. All of
them were sentenced to 2 to 3 years' imprisonment

On 20.06.17 in Ufa, Bashqortostan, five people
were convicted in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Nurjular, which has been declared extremist. All
received sentences of between 2 and 4 years in
prison, three of them suspended

On 11.05.17 the Naberezhnochelninsk branch of
the VTOTs was recognised as an extremist
organization

Spring-Summer 2017 in Kazan, Tatarstan, five
people were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. All of
them were sentenced to between 14 and 22 years in
prison

On 13.07.17 in Bashqortostan, five people were
convicted in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Tablighi Jamaat,
considered extremist. They received sentences of
2 to 5 years in prison

On 17.10.17 in Almetyevsk, Tatarstan, five people
were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. All of
them were sentenced to between 13 and 18 years'
imprisonment

In 2017 in Ufa, Bashqortostan, twelve people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All were sentenced to
between 11 and 16 years in prison. One person is
still on the wanted list

On 20.07.17 president Putin instructed the
prosecutor general's office of the russian
federation to check by 30.11.17 "On Observance in
the Constituent Entities of the Russian Federation
of the Provisions of Russian Legislation
Concerning Ensuring the Rights of Russian
Citizens to Voluntarily Study Their Native
Language from among the Languages of the
Peoples of the Russian Federation and the State
Languages of the Republics that are Part of the
Russia"

On 11.08.17 the treaty "On the Division of Powers
Between the Russian Federation and the Republic
of Tatarstan" expired. On the part of the russian
federation, the treaty was not renewed. The State
Council of Tatarstan asked Putin to create a
commission to resolve legal issues between russia
and Tatanstan, because the first article of the
Tatarstan Constitution states that relations
between the republic and russia are based on,
among other things, the treaty on the delimitation
of powers. This article can only be changed by
referendum

On 25.12.17 Chechen Prime Minister Daudov said
that human rights defenders are destabilizing the
situation in russia and sowing enmity in society.
He calls human rights defenders enemies and
proposes their expulsion or isolation from society

On 26.09.18 in Magas, Ingushetia, Ingush
president Evkurov and Chechen president
Kadyrov signed an agreement on the
establishment of the border between the Republic
of Ingushetia and the Chechen Republic in the
presence of the russian presidential
plenipotentiary:
- 34,000 hectares of uninhabited mountainous
and forested territories, then part of Ingushetia's
municipal districts, were to become part of
Chechnya

On 30.10.18 the Constitutional Court of
Ingushetia ruled that without approval of the
agreement by referendum it was not considered
legal

From early 2018 onward the hours dedicated to
teaching Tatar language in Tatarstan's schools
were drastically reduced. More than 1,200 Tatar
language teachers were retrained and became
teachers of other subjects. The largest number of
Tatar language teachers chose russian as subjects

On 14.05.18 in Ufa, Bashqortostan, three people
were convicted in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Tablighi Jamaat, which is considered extremist. All
received sentences of up to 2 years in prison

In 2018 teaching hours of the Bashqort language
in Bashqortostan were reduced. Bashqort teachers
were forced to retrain for other subjects

In August 2018 criminal proceedings were
instituted in Kazan for incitement of hatred or
enmity against the All-Tatar Public Centre VTOTs

On 17.10.18 in Kazan, Tatarstan, twelve people
were detained in connection with their
involvement in the non-violent Islamic group
Hizb ut-Tahrir, recognised as extremist. They were
sentenced to between 11 and 17 years in prison

On 9.01.18 the head of the human rights center
Memorial, Oyub Titiyev, was detained in Grozny.
He was convicted in a trumped-up case of drug
trafficking and sentenced to 4 years in prison,
released on parole

August 2018 Chechen construction workers,
accompanied by security forces, invaded
Ingushetia to build a road

May 2018 the “Law on Administrative Supervision
of Persons Released from Detention Facilities” was
amended. After release, those convicted under
anti-extremist and anti-terrorist articles may now
be subject to administrative supervision until their
convictions are expunged

On 6.12.18 the Constitutional Court of the
russian federation declares a boundary-setting
agreement was legal

On 25.07.18 the state duma passed a law "On the
Study of Indigenous Languages":
- the choice of learning an Indigenous language
was to be free on the basis of an application by the
parents of schoolchildren.
This meant that schoolchildren would only learn
an Indigenous language on explicit request by
their parents

On 14.03.18 the presidential election in the russian
federation was held.
According to official figures, the turnout was
67.5%; 76.6% voted for Putin

In 2018 residents of Bashqortostan and Tatarstan
collected more than 50,000 signatures in favor of
repealing the draft law on the free learning of
Indigenous languages

On 25.09 - 17.10.18 there were incessant protests in
Magas. Protesters demanded a referendum on the
border and the resignation of the head of the
republic. Several hundred people stayed overnight
in the square

On 27.11.18 a rally was held in Nazran against
border revision in support of the decision of the
constitutional court of Ingushetia

On 8.09.19 elections for the head of the Republic
of Bashqortostan were held.
According to the official version, the turnout was
71.8%; Rustem Khamitov (a member of the ruling
United russia party) received 82% of the vote

On 11.10.18 in Kazan, Tatarstan, seven people were
detained in connection with their involvement in
the non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All were sentenced to
between 16 and 23 years of imprisonment

On 28.03.19 additional russian state guard and
interior ministry forces from other regions were
brought into Ingushetia

On 1.04.19 russia's main investigative directorate
opened criminal cases over the 26 March events
under the article on the use of violence dangerous
to life or health against a representative of the
authorities and on mass riots

From 3.04.19 federal law enforcers sent to the
republic actively detained protesters and searched
their homes. Around 300 people were prosecuted
for their participation in the rally

On 23.08.19 Zelimkhan Khangoshvili, who had
been a political refugee in Germany since 2017,
was killed in Berlin

December 2019 a criminal case against eight
Ingush opposition activists was opened for
organizing protests against changes in the border
with Chechnya

On 7.05.19 federal laws "On amendments to the
Code of Administrative Offences and on
amendments to article 15-3 of the Federal Law on
Information, Information Technology and the
Protection of Information" were signed:
- a ban was placed on the dissemination of
knowingly false information of public significance
in the media and on the Internet;
- breaching this requirement entailed an
administrative liability of up to a maximum of
1 million roubles for legal persons

October 2019 the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation convention on countering
extremism, signed in 2017 by India, Kazakhstan,
China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, entered into force:
- it extended the concept of extremism to include
other unconstitutional acts;
- it introduced a list of extremist acts, much the
same as the definition of extremism used in the
"Russian Act on Combating Extremist Activity";
- incitement to political hatred is included in
extremism;
- close cooperation between law enforcement
authorities in extremism-related investigations,
including travel to the territory of other member
states to attend operational activities;
- the convention obliges all persons involved in
extremist crimes to be denied refugee status

On 8.08.19 the Bashqort Soda Company, with
permission from the head of the Republic,
Khabirov, obtained a license to develop the
Kushtau Hill until August 10, 2039

On 26.03.19 an legal rally was held in Magas, with
between 20,000 and 40,000 people attending

On 28.02.19 the People's Assembly of the Republic
of Ingushetia adopted on first reading a new draft
constitutional law of Ingushetia “On Referendum
in the Republic of Ingushetia”, which had been
prepared in secret. It abolished the rule requiring
changing the status or name of the Republic, its
division or association with other subjects of the
russian federation, or changes in its territory or
borders to be put to a referendum

On 31.03.19 Ingush authorities broke their
promise to the protesters and refused to agree on a
new protest rally

On 14.03.20 Putin signed the laws "On
Amendments to the Constitution of Russia":
- actions aimed at changing the border of the
russian federation were banned;
- russian is the only state language - russian;
- russian culture was referred to as a unique
heritage;
- russian constitution was held higher than
international law;
- local self-government was subject to federal laws

On 22.05.20 Bashqort public organization
Bashqort is recognised as extremist

On 29.05.20 a decree approving the Strategy to
Counter Extremism in russia until 2025 was signed:
- extremism includes destructive activities of
NGOs, including "using technologies and s
cenarios of so-called 'coloured revolutions";
- the need to assess the "informational and
psychological impact of foreign special services in
order to destroy the traditional values of russia"
was introduced

August 2020 confrontation between security forces
and civil society in Bashqortostan over the
preservation of the Kushtau Hill. After violent
protests, the mining license was revoked.
Persecution of activists involved in the protection
of Kushtau began

On 24.08.20 Bashqort activist and publicist Airat
Dilmukhametov sentenced to 9 years in prison on
charges of public calls for separatism, public
justification of terrorism, public calls for extremism
and its financing

On 13.09.20 presidential election in Tatarstan was
held. According to the official version: turnout
was 78.8%; Rustam Minnikhanov (a member of the
ruling United Russia party) received 83.2% of the
vote. Minnikhanov was elected for a third term

On 12.10.20 rally was held in Kazan, organized by
the VTOTs and Ittifaq, to commemorate the Day
of Remembrance for the Defenders of Kazan who
perished in the capture of the city by the troops of
Ivan the Terrible

On 12.04.20 the telegram channel 1ADAT was
established. The channel announced the creation
of "a popular movement advocating for an end to
the genocide of the Chechen people, for the
unification of the Chechen people and for the
de-occupation of Chechnya". The channel
reported on human rights violations in occupied
Chechnya, corruption, and crimes by Kadyrov's
security forces

On 8.12.20 federal constitutional law "On
Amendments to Certain Federal Constitutional
Laws" has been signed:
- the federation council was given the right to
terminate the powers of the presidents, deputy
presidents and judges of all courts
- all regional constitutional courts were abolished

December 2020 approved a law to the
administrative offenses code and the criminal code
amending articles on separatism:
- criminal liability for separatist actions was
introduced - 10 years' imprisonment
- publication of calls for separatism for the first
time was now subject to administrative liability and
criminal prosecution in the event of a repeat
offense within a year

In 2020 Tatarstan, 18 people were detained in
connection with their involvement in the
non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognised as extremist. All sentenced to between
12 and 23 years' imprisonment

February 2020 Imran Aliev was killed in France,
he openly criticized Kadyrov

July 2020 Mamihan Umarov was killed in Austria.
He reportedly criticized the activities of the head
of Chechnya Ramzan Kadyrov

On 6.09.20 1ADAT moderator Salman Tepsurkaev
was kidnapped

In 2020 criminal charges were brought against 52
people who participated in protests against the
illegal border change between the Chechen and
Ingush Republics. They were charged with using
violence against representatives of the authorities.
38 were convicted to between 5 months and
9 years in prison

On 11.11.21 amendments to the constitution of
Bashqortostan were adopted:
- the constitutional court of the republic was
abolished;
- requirements to candidates for the post of head
of republic were changed: a citizen of russia, aged
30 or over, permanently residing in the country
and having no foreign citizenship or residence
permit;
- a clause on the protection of historical truth was
added

November 2021 State Council of the Republic of
Tatarstan prepared amendments to the Law on
Local Self-Government. The law deprived the
constituent entities of the russian federation of
their own legislative regulation

On 19.09.21 elections for the head of the Chechen
Republic were held.
According to official figures, the turnout 94.6%;
99.7% voted for Kadyrov

In Summer 2021 Fauzia Bairamova (Ittifak), Imam
Airat Shakirov, Galishan Nuriakhmet (VTOTs)
were fined for public speeches at the rally for
speaking about russia's colonial policy and the
need to fight colonial oppression. The court
regarded these speeches as incitement to hostility
towards ethnic russians

On 4.02.21 Salekh Magamadov and Ismail Isayev,
members of the Osal Nakh 95 telegram channel,
which was in opposition to the Chechen
leadership, were detained. They were accused of
aiding and abetting the participation in an illegal
armed formation and sentenced to 6 and 8 years
of imprisonment

In Spring 2021 three Chechen political refugees
were deported from EU countries to the russian
federation. Nurmagomed Mamuyev was deported
from Germany, Magomed Gadaev and Ilyas
Saduyev from France. russian special services
handed them over to Chechen law enforcers. All
three were illegally detained and tortured

In December 2021 more than 60 relatives of
Kadyrov's critics were kidnapped. The abductions
took place both in russia, Sweden (human rights
defender and activist Tumsa Abdurakhmanov and
Mansur Sadulayev, founder of the Human Rights
Association Vaifond), Turkey (human rights
defender and activist Hasan Khalitov) and
Germany (Aslan Artsuev, director of the Human
Rights Centre Ichkeria)

In July 2021 the Supreme Court of Tatarstan
declared the book "The Hidden History of the
Tatars" extremist. “The National Liberation
Struggle of the Tatar People in the Sixteenth and
Eighteenth Centuries for an Independent State”,
by the writer and journalist Vakhit Imamov,
published in 1994, was declared extremist. The
book contains a positive assessment of the Tatar
struggle for independence and national rights and
against the colonial tsarist russia

On 6.09.21 a court in Ufa sentenced 60-year-old
pensioner Ilmira Bikbayeva to three years of
suspended imprisonment under the article on
financing of extremist activity. In 2018-2019, she
on several occasions transferred small amounts to
the card of the mother of Dilmukhametov, who
had been convicted of extremism for nine years

On 22.12.21 the russian State Duma adopted
amendments to the federal law "On Information,
Information Technologies and Information
Protection":
- information resources disseminating false
reports on acts of terrorism disguised as true were
to be immediately blocked, as well as information
containing justification for carrying out extremist
activities, including terrorist actions

On 16.12.21 a federal law "On the General
Principles of the Organization of Local
Self-Government in a Unified System of Public
Authority" was adopted:
- the transition to a one-tier system of local
self-government instead of a multi-level one was
made;
- the number of local entities was significantly
reduced;
- a vertical of power was built, where local
self-government bodies were merged with state
bodies

In Autumn 2021 Ibrahim Yangulbayev said he is
one of the founders and managers of 1ADAT

In December 2021 a series of solitary pickets
against local government law, organized by the
Azatlyk Tatar Youth Union occurred

On 20.12.22 deputies of the State Council of the
Republic of Tatarstan submitted to the Parliament
a draft law "On Amendments to the Constitution
of the Republic of Tatarstan":
- "President of the Republic of Tatarstan" was
renamed "Head of the Republic of Tatarstan";
- the word sovereignty was replaced by statehood;
- the people of Tatarstan remained the source of
power but were not the bearers of sovereignty;
- the Head of the Republic should protect the
statehood of russia;
- the article on citizenship of Tatarstan was
excluded;
- the article on Tatarstan's rejection of war as a
means of regulating relations between countries
and nations was annulled

On 10.06.22 the public movement VTOs was
recognised as an extremist organization

From 1.09.22 the number of Tatar language classes
in Tatarstan decreased by 33-52%

On 05.12.22 president Putin signed a decree "On
Establishing the Maximum Staff Size of the
Internal Affairs Bodies of the Russian Federation",
which establishes the number of internal affairs
officers:

2023 year - 770,599 persons
2024 year - 781,845 persons
2025 year - 786,299 persons

On 01.09.22 the order of the Ministry of Education
of the russian federation on the federal state
educational standard came into force:
- Indigenous language classes in the republics and
regions decreased by 40-50%

On 9.11.22 the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
adopted a draft resolution "On Recognition of
State Sovereignty and Independence of the
Republic of Tatarstan"

On 29.12.22 the Verkhovna Rada adopted a draft
resolution “On the Recognition of State
Sovereignty and Independence of the Republic of
Bashqortostan”

Between 2015 and 22.02.22 in occupied Crimea
and Sevastopol, 94 people were detained in
connection with their involvement in the
non-violent Islamic group Hizb ut-Tahrir,
recognized as extremist. All of them were
sentenced to between 3 and 19 years in prison

On 24.02.22 russia launched a full-scale invasion
of Ukrainian territory, which is still ongoing

In January 2022 Chechen law enforcers
kidnapped Zarema Musayeva, mother of Ibrahim
Yangulbayev. A criminal case was opened against
her, which is currently underway

On 11.07.22 the Chechen public association
ADAT People's Movement is recognised as
extremist

In August 2022 human rights activists published
information about the murder of Salman
Tepsurkayev. He was killed by Chechen security
forces in September 2020

In 2022 Ibrahim and Baysangur Yangulbayev were
put on a federal list of extremists and terrorists
because of their human rights and activism work

On 21.01.22 Kadyrov said in his telegram channel
that "the Yangulbayev family will either end up in
prison or underground"

On 18.11.22 the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
recognised the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria as
temporarily occupied by the russian federation
and condemned the genocide against the
Chechen people


